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developments in the use of the electric telegraph, is a
natural step. Field was born at Stockbridge, Massa-
chusetts, on November 30, 1819, In later life he became
a capitalist interested in various branches of business.
He was more than a mere business man, however. He
had vision, and the electric telegraph particularly
appealed to his imagination. He saw what Morse had
done, he saw the telegraph wires spreading across the
country joining town to town, and he argued with him-
self that if city could be connected with city, then it
should be possible to join country to country by means
of telegraph wires laid across the bed of the ocean.

It was not an entirely new project. In 1850 an electric
cable had been laid from Dover to Calais, but a cable
across the Atlantic, from the British Isles to the United
States, was an infinitely greater undertaking full of
unknown problems. But Field was not a man to be
deterred by difficulties, however great they might ap-
pear. They only made him the more determined to
succeed, and in due course he formed the New York,
Newfoundland and London Telegraph Company. He
then crossed the Atlantic to England to discuss the great
project with Sir Charles Bright, an English telegraph
engineer.

Bright was just as enthusiastic for the undertaking as
Field, and an English company was formed in 1856.
This was called the Atlantic Telegraph Company, and
after a survey had been made of the ocean bed, an
attempt to lay the cable was begun in August, 1857.
The cable was to be laid from Valentia on the coast of
Ireland to Trinity Bay in Newfoundland. The distance